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Th e F ourth Annual Confer en ce of th e three
ew Mexico ch apter s of AlA was held May 28 and
29 at the Alvarado Hotel in Albuquerque. Th e
theme of the conference, "U rba n En vironm ent,"
was most tim ely since architec ts in th e sta te's three
lar gest cities have been b usily, producti vely an d
gra tuitously engaged in aiding planners in the redesign of core areas of these cities . The first session
on Friday af temoon was devot ed to "T he F utur e
of Urba nization on a Na tiona l Scale"; Saturday
morning's discussion cente red on "U rba niza tion in
New Mexico." Both sessions wer e mod erated by Wil limn Burk, AlA member from Albuquerqu e.

Friday ajternoo n sess ioll
First speaker of th e pan el was Mrs, Park er Kalloch C hai rma n of the Alb uq ue rq ue Ci ty Bea utification Co mm ittee. Mrs, Kalloch's rema rks dealt
largely wi th the need for and means. of beaut~f~ca
tion of com mun ities. She said that city beautification in th e past too often has been an afte r thou gh t
or regarded as a frill , but she feels that th e public
is becoming incr easingly awa re of a need for it.
She obs erv ed that following Presid ent Johnson 's Message to Con gress last January, ther e wer e more let ters comme nting on his proposals for city and high way beau tificati on than on any other point l!e c~v
ered . She also mention ed several encourag ing 111stances ( Camb ridge, Mass. ) wh er e civ ic int er est has
been arouse d to safeguard natural beau ty.
Mrs. Kalloch d iscussed various aids to beau tifica tion : th e use of na tive plants in ew Mexico, use
of mat eri als other than plant s, th e value of good design in such elements as bridges ( Montreal) . She
feels th at cit y beautification is coming to be regarded as good business. Business men in down town Los Angel es, for example, have conducted an
active tree planting campaign even at the cost of
$1300 per tree.
A spec ial gues t for the occasion , San Antonio
ar chitect 0 ' eil Ford, spoke beauti full y and with
feelin g about th e vulga riza tion and uglification of
our cities . He drew an int er esting parall el b etween
conditions in orth and South America, beginning
with certa in aspects of climate, natural resources,
and history, and ending with th e present loss of
human scal e as citi es becom e congested , as highwa ys and ever-hu ge r ar enas for public spectacles
ar e built. Mr. Ford end ed with a passionate account of the futil e fift een-y ear battle conduct ed by
a group of public spirited citi zens in San Antonio
to block the constru cti on of a freeway through the
old est and most beautiful portions of the city. In sensitive and authorita rian methods a rc used unfortunately by public officials in both of th e Ame ricas.
Dr. Stanl ey Ca plan, Professor of Educational
Psychology, U M, see med to infer, quite mistakenl y
in terms of any thing that had been sa id or written ,
that th e architectural profession or th e purpose of
the confer ence was anti-urbanization. H e spent mu ch
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time defending the values of ur ba niza tion, but he
made a telli ng point wh en he obse rve d that it was
really quite mean ingless to tr y to decid e wh ether
urban izati on was going to be a good or a bad thing
for mental health when one is no t eve n ab le to
predict wha t work con di tions or famil y life will be
in ten years. He also raise d the q uestion of th e possib le effects of spee d, dirt, noise , etc. upon an ind ivid ual's me nta l health.
Dr. Ca plan next asked wha t th e int er action b etween architec ture and man 's community goa ls, his
religious express ion, th e expressio n of his morals,
ideals, a nd value syste ms. He mad e an embar rass ing
request for concre te proof that architec ture has any
effect upon cr ime , d elinquency, or othe r socia l evil.
T he four th panelist, Mr. Arthur Blumenfeld
D irect or, Bur ea u of Business Resear ch , U M, sa id
an amazing number of things in a very sho rt space
of time. He began by observing that th e functioning of cities was not the resp onsibi lity of anyone
class of people - no t even arc hitec ts - but of society
as a who le. Architec ts have an effect on th e a ppearance of citi es, but th ey do not con trol th eir
organi zation . Wh at we want from our cities is a
qu esti on we ha ve not ye t answe red as a whol e society. Each ind ividual , each group is apt to ass ume
tha t his goa ls a re th ose of th e com munity. The basic
pr obl em we face is that we have no goa ls for our
cities up on whi ch the whole community has ag ree d .
Once un animity of purpose has been ga ine d, howeve r, no thi ng can prevent its realizat ion - not eve n
money, politica l interference, or technical diffi cul ties.
Mr. Blum enfeld th en explaine d th at the reasons for th e existe nce of citi es is far differ ent today
from th e forces ( defe nse, trade, communication)
that originally brought them into being. Nor can
we elimina te some forc es of present life, suc h as
th e automobile, mer ely because we do not like th em.
W e have to learn to deal with these forces. Similarly,
it is imp ossibl e to restore to cities functions whi ch
they have lost. The old downtown ce nte rs wer e required becau se of th e need for easy communica tion,
a nee d which th e telephone has now obviate d. The
fight to save do wntowns is a figh t to save some thing
th at no longer se rves th e fun ct ion for whi ch it was
built. or do es he think we ca n build ba ck into an
a rea that which has left th e ar ea for one reason or
anothe r. We have to look at th e cor e area of citi es
in term s of th e fun ctions it can serve at this particular tim e. We mu st look at what is reasonable for
and desir ed by the whol e community wh en attempting to reshap e suc h an area.
Regarding th e finan cin g of any civ ic improvemen t, Mr. Blumenfeld says that th e esse ntia l thing
is community ag ree me nt on goa ls. Mon ey ca n be
found for any thing th e community reall y wants.
Dr. Yi Fu Tuan , Professor of Geography, U M,
gave th e last speech. He sp oke with a historic
and int er cultural breadth whi ch was delightful and
instructive. H e pointed out that lar ge citi es in the
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west are relatively rec ent phenomenon. A century
ag o, only two European citi es, London and Pari s,
had more th an a million people, few had more th an
200,000. In China, on th e other hand, cities hav e
long been establishe d . During th e tenth century with
th e grow th of commerce, cities developed on a vas t
sca le. Four cities in th e 13th ce ntury excee ded a
million population and th eir ph ysical spra wl approach ed that of modem metropolitan centers.
Dr. Tuan spoke of th e growing national population of th e United States ( 300 million by 2000 )
and th e resultant megalopoli that would result. It
is estimate d th at th e area between New York and
C hicag o, or even Kan sas City, will be built up solidly, to say nothing of th e sect ion from Boston to
Washington . H e comme nted next on th e physical
stra in of commuting to wo rk. Studies have indicated
that th e pulse count of a commuter driving in tr affi c
is grea te r than that of a newspaper ed itor during th e
final hours before going to press. Furthermore th e
peaks of strain come at th e ver y tim es (early moming and lat e afternoon ) wh en th e hormone level of
th e individual body, and hen ce th e supply of ph ysical ene rgy, is lowest. O ften we are unconscious of
thi s physical strain , but it may tak e a high er toll
th an we realize.
The discussion got off to a good sta rt w he n
Brad Kidder asked th e pan elists wh ether ce ntra liza tion of gov emment offices would not in itself
create a downtown ? This touched off a lively exchange b etween Mr. Blumenfeld and Mr. Ford. The
form er said that government offices could really be
placed an ywher e, though he conced ed that whe re
ever th ey were placed , th ey would create a need for
a ce rta in number of restaurants and ret ail shop s. He
reit erated that he was not con cerned about Down to wns per se, but with th e typ es of usage which
op erate efficie ntly together to form a fun ctional
unit. Only wh en Albuquerque has decided what
fun ctions are to be performed downtown ca n th at
a rea b e properl y designed. H e sugges ts submitting
this decision to a popular vot e or to expe rts in a
planning department.
O'Neil Ford took exce ption to such procedures.
The crea tion or preservation of a downtown is not a
matter of voting or ad ministra tive decision but one
of entic ing people to come to th e a rea . If a downtown has character eno ug h to identify it, to differ entiate it, people will b e attracted to it. New
Orl eans has never lost shop pe rs to outlying ce nte rs
becau se it is so attractive an area to go to. San Antoni o's downtown is staging a come bac k becau se
people are discovering it is more fun to sho p th er e
than at dull suburban cente rs. The trouble with Albuquerque or Sto ckton, California or D enton, T exa s
is th at th er e is nothing in th e cente r of town to
att ract people. If thi s could be create d hon estl y ( he
does not a pprove of Old T own ) , people will come.
Pr ofessor Caplan ag ree d with Mr. F ord , but he
phra sed his obser vati ons in term s of "need sa tisfaction ." The need for d irect com munication once led
business men to cong regate in a central area. As thi s
need no lon ger controls, a central area tod ay ca n
onl y succeed if it furn ishes th e shopper's socia l,
aesthetic, and economic need s b etter than th e outlyin g shopping cente r which is probably more convenient for him to ge t to.

Professor Tuan comme nted on th e effect ot th e
env ironme nt upon th e socia l pattern developed by
th e community . A sq ua re in vites people to con gr ega te , a street suc h as Centra l Aven ue merely leads
peopl e throu gh. Studies of Chine se villages have
shown th a t wh er e a fra gm ented terrain in south
C hina left no room for a village sq ua re, th ere was
littl e communa l life. This contraste d with northern
villages whi ch customa rily a re groupe d a round a
plaza and wh er e communa l life is strongl y developed.
The last part of Friday's discussion emphasized
th e responsibility that each individual has to participate in civic affai rs and to see to it that planning
or othe r civ ic decisions are made int elli gently and
fairly. If th e indi vidual has not participat ed ac tive ly
in th e deci sion-makin g, he has no grounds for lat er
comp laint.

Saturday moming session
Saturday morning th e convention reassembled
to conside r "Urbaniza tion in New Mexico." Architect George C lay ton Pearl of Albuquerque spoke
first. His notalgic and uri-optimisti c ob servations
about th e changes that are taking pl ace in our state
at present express a feelin g th at all of us have experi en ced at one tim e or another. Becau se th ese rema rks ar e so poi gn antly and whimsicall y expresse d
and b ecause th ey had been written out, we print
th em in full.
"For severa l yea rs I gave all of th e tim e I could
spa re to working for th e pr eservation of historic
buildings and sites. During this tim e I can' t rem ember anything which we managed to preserve, exce pt
se veral do zen file drawers full of saddening corresponden ce. These yea rs saw th e destruction of
almost everything, from McKim , Mead and White's
Penn sylvani a Station in New York, to Sullivan 's
Garrick Theatre in Chicago, to th e Solomon Luna
House in Lo s Lunas, right under my nose.
"T he reason s wer e clear enoug h-the re was no
fed eral mon ey ava ilable, and th e public did not
care very mu ch. Aft er a few yea rs I found myself
with th e convi ction that we should use what sm all
funds we had to commission po ets to write elegies
to th ese great structures, and th en let th em go.
" It is extremely diffi cult to preserve an anachronism and extre me ly expe nsive . A few yea rs ag o
th e owners of Frank Lloyd Wright's Unity T emple
in Oak Park offere d to give th e building to any orga niza tion willing to restore and maintain it.
o
one cam e forward, an d no federal funds wer e ava ilab le. I would wager th at within tw enty yea rs any
of us could hav e as a gift th e Parthenon if we would
ag ree to sw eep it out onc e a week and keep th e
taxes paid.
.
"This pr eser vation of an achronisms is an extr em ely mo ving subject to me becau se th e communit y in which I live and participat e, my land,
my ho use, even myself-we are all part s of an anac hronism whic h is being eaten up by th e city ye t
wh ich I wo uld like passionately to see preserved.
" It is likely th at I am th e least urban person in
thi s roo m. It is not th at I have migrated from th e
city but rather th at I have never had to live in one
exce pt for short se nte nce s du rin g school and th e
war. I am tempted to say that I det est th e city, but
thi s is not entirely tru e. I am deepl y devoted to
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many citi es-l find th em exciting places to visit. Yet
1 also find them wret ched plac es in which to work ,
and I would be extreme ly alarmed at th e possibility
of having to liv e in one of them again.
"F ind ing myself th e only architec t on a pan el
d evot ed to urb anization in New Mexico, 1 feel about
as representati ve and loyal to my profession as the
airline ste wardess who buckled on her para chute,
opened the eme rge ncy door, and just before she
bailed out tumed to th e passen gers and said, 'Please
be calm. Th ere is ab solutely no dan ger.' Well,
very likely, her para chute did not ope n, and ver y
likely too th e aircra ft got through th e bad weather
and made a safe landing.
"In th e small island of th e nin et eenth century in
which 1 mostl y live, 1 can see sure signs of disintegra tion. As 1 work in the city and live in Tom e at
night and on weekends only, 1 wa s probably one
of the first signs of disintegration. Meanwhile, Albuquerque shows an increasing striving toward becoming a mor e human place in which to live. Still ,
1 did not expect to move to town for another decad e
or so, and by th at tim e, the town will likely ha ve
moved to me. 1 would not choose to live in this or
any oth er cit y 1 know becau se they are all painfully
offensive to my ea rs, my eyes, my nose, and becau se
they waste my time.
"1 am deeply saddened by th e disintegration of
the old social cohesiveness and order whi ch used
to exist here and the moribund remnants of which
1 still enjoy in Tom e wh ere 1 live. My urb an friends
insist th at th eir communities are still socially structured and uni fied. Th ey do not know any of th e
families on their block, but they have the P.T.A.,
and th e Four Hills Country Club, and Winrock. I
gr ant th em their point.
"But the disintegration of ·society is something
which we ca n do nothing about and to whi ch we
may, perhaps, be abl e to adjust. Th ere is nothing
else which 1 find painful about our citi es in New
Mexico which has not been caus ed by th e automobile and nothing which 1 feel could not be corrected by ade q ua te control of th e automobile.
"Let me tell you about the relationship between
myself and my ca r. 1 am deepl y ind ebted to my
ca r-it ge ts me out of town . It ena bles me to esca pe
from an environment whi ch 1 find hostile into anoth er in whi ch 1 feel at ease. At th e sam e time 1
am as frightened of my ca r as 1 would he of an
at omic wea pon in my courtyard. Th e automobile
has been this instrument with which society has destroy ed much of the world in whi ch 1 felt comfortahl e. And 1 believe that if we allow th e automobile
to keep th e upper hand, it will destroy all that I
valu e in this land.
"1 am optimistic about our ability, as a peopl e,
to control th e automobile and to restore the land,
either before or af te r all of it has been cove red by
traffic ways, parking areas, dead car depo sitories,
and Princess Jeann e Park s.
"By control of th e automobile, I do not mean the
building of more traffic ways or mor e parkin g struc tures around the urban core, th e central area, and
certainly not in Tom e. By control of the automobile I do mean building fewer and fewer of them .
I mean th e grad ual replacement of th e automobile
in urban and sub urba n areas by ade qua te transpor-

tati on syste ms, own ed h y all the peopl e. T ran sportation systems whi ch are quick and qui et , which do
not give off stifling exha ust fum es, and whi ch go
und er or above ground wh enever th ey int erf ere
with the oth er means hy which the automobile could
be controlled-the almost lost craft of walkin g.
"1 am well awa re of the enormous problems
which such a change involves: th e gove m mental
problems, the pr obl ems of financing the transportat ion syste m, th e probl ems of findin g oth er wor k
for th e vast numbers of peopl e who make their living from the automobile. But this, 1 th ink, is not an
architec tura l problem. Wh y else do we have economists?
"But clearl y, it is going to be necessary to repl ace
mere reaction against what has happened with design of wh at is going to happen. And 1 agr ee that
th e architec t does hav e a role in designing wh at is
going to happen. My point of view is wa y out ( way
out back, if you choose) as to wh at this role of th e
arch itect should be.
"The re are man y cur ren t definitions to choose
from. Th e most devastating one whi ch 1 recentl y
heard defin es architecture as th at branch of adve rtising which provides exciting support and con cealm ent for mech ani cal eq uipment-in eve r-flowering vari eti es.
"An extreme ly popular image, 1 think, which th e
architect has of hims elf is that of practitioner of
the pri esthood who , assisted by th e oth er fine arts
as acol ytes, can save socie ty by tellin g it precisely
how and where to live. He feels that he can save
cities by th e titil ation of the senses of th e populace
through th e clever manipulation of space. ( These
are the ones who th ink that th e Gr eeks just hap pened to produce some great buildings ).
"My own definition of my work is th at of pro ducing object s whi ch have a mat erial fun ction and
through whi ch societ y expresses itself. 1 do not
feel qualified , nor do 1 feel that architect s in general ar e qualified , to writ e a program for the physical
environment of the "great society," - or even for
our own. Given th e program, 1 feel that we ar e
most qu alifi ed to give ph ysical exp ression to it.
That, 1 think, is our socia l function.
"W ho, th en, do 1 feel should write th e pro gram ?
Th e social scienti sts, of course. And wh ere are the
social scientists? 1 ha ve the impression that th ey
are all workin g away in th eir laboratories and classrooms, an d that th ey will very likely have ga the red
enoug h dat a to publish some useful results by th e
end of th e century . That is to say, too lat e."
-George Pear!
Th e second speaker, Mr. Milt Andrus, Chief,
Industrial Di vision,
ew Mexico D epartment of
Developm ent, str essed four points in his most interestin g talk: 1 ) As a vacuum area New Mexico
will a ttrac t man y people living now in oth er areas;
2 ) Thi s will necessaril y be true if New Mexico expends its wat er resources economically and thus attracts industry; 3 ) Archit ects must work in close conjunction with plann ers, etc. in ord er to crea te sa tisfactory hom es and work places for million s of peopl e;
4 ) Th e hom es and huildin gs of tomorrow to satisfy
human needs must he of a permanent nature and
must he chea pe r than th ey ar c today.
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As Arnold Toynbee has obs erved, th ere is a
world-wide tendency toward th e development of th e
city-state ( cities grown tog ether so that no intervening country remains ). In Australia, for example,
the country's eight million population is concentrated in only five principal citi es, each with a
million or more p eopl e; nin ety perc ent of Japan's
huge population is concentrated along th e seashore
of th e country's three main islands. In th e United
States megalopolis is presently eme rg ing in many
area s: Boston-Washington, to mention th e most obvious. In th e west this dev elopment is also to b e
seen. The 70 mile inter val bet ween D enver and
Pu eblo is rapidly fillin g in. E ven ew Mexico shows
signs of such concentrations in th e Santa Fe-Albuquerque and th e La s Cruces-El Pa so ar ea s. Mr. Andrus also sees a third ar ea of concentration in th e
northern part of th e sta te along highway 64.
Despite New Mexico's present dispers ed population and lower birth rate, th e sp eaker feels th at
th e ar ea cannot avoid a rapid population increm ent
if for no other reason than popul ation pr essures
which will dev elop else whe re as th e world population swe lls from three to six billion within th e next
30 yea rs.
A factor effec ting grow th is th e use mad e of
water. A study published in Scientific American in
1963 indicates that water used for domesti c purposes
crea tes new wealth at th e rate of $500 per ac re- foot;
water used for agri cultural purposes, at rates from
$400 to $700 per acre-foot. In contrast to thi s, water
em ployed for industry returns from $3000 to $4000.
Cl early water of th e Southwest will have to be used
in th e latter manner , and this will support th e increas ed population.
Finally Mr. Andrus pointed out that, as he saw
it, th e challenge to th e architect lay in providing
housing which giv es a sen se of security and pennanence - this in spite of th e increa sing mobility of
our soci et y. Regarding our changing society he cited
Pet er Drucker as sa yin g that 37% of th e people
now gainfully employed in America arc eng aged in
manufacturing articles or performing services which
did not exist 15 years ag o. In ew Mexico, for example, Mr. Andrus sa id th at th e first maj or motel in
Tucumcari was built just 15 yea rs ag o.
Mr. Don Rid er , Director of th e New Mexico
Municipal League, encour age d New Mexico citi es
to grow along th e same lin es th ey have during th e
past 30 years. Aft er summarizing th e reasons for
which people have mov ed to cities ( choice of job ,
choice of social environme nt, ed uca tional-cultur al advantages ), he spoke of th e greater social problem s
which attend urban life. H e view ed th e rapidly
changing physical fac e of th e city as an eve r-gre ate r
a rchitectural opportunity for th e design er , and he
recommended planned obsolescence of buildings as
an architectu ra l asset. H e look ed upon downtown
areas as ob solet e, and he envisioned more or less
self-contained communities grou pe d about a shoppin g center or factory, but large enough to support
a high school as id eal. Cultural and ente rtainme nt
needs can h e satisfied by yearly trips to cente rs
like New York or San Francisco!
Mr. Rider feels that New Mexico is in a fortunate position to develop such a pattern b ecause of
th e even regional distribution of its towns and b ecause th ese cente rs, being for th e mo st part small,
14

can ben efit by th e mistak es made by communities
in other parts of th e country.
Dr. Lest er Libo, Associate Professor of Psychology , UNM Medical School, made som e extremely
informative remarks on th e interrelation of psychology and architec ture. H e began by citing se ve ra l
studies whi ch hav e probed people's psychological
responses to th e architectura l env ironme nt. In particul ar he mentioned Good's Th erapy by D esign and
th e substitution of sma ller, more p ersonal spaces for
th e old -fashion ed Kirkbride Wards in th e design of
mental hospitals.
Dr. Libo add ressed his principal rem arks to
th e basic human needs th at could or could not be
sa tisfied by design. H e mentioned two basic human
requirem ents: contact need s ( need for closen ess,
for interdep enden cy ) and mast ery need s ( need for
accomplishment and a sen se of control ). H e th en
compared th e ways in which th ese human requirements are sa tisfied in urban versus rural environments. Residents of a rural environme nt feel closer
to th eir society as long as th ey conform a lthough
th ey ma y feel powerl ess in a broad er soci al se nse.
The urban resid ent may fee l less directl y in volv ed
with his community but might ga ther a se nse of
stre ng th through identification with his larger community, i.e., th e urbanity of th e lew Yorker. D r.
Libo pointed out how th e urban environme nt offer ed a larger choice for employme nt, socia l env ironment, se rvices, and ed uca tion. There is more privaey
in th e city, but thi s is achi ev ed at th e risk of anon imit y. And finall y he spoke of th e differ ent kinds and
degr ees of famil y relationships expe rienced in th e
two environme nts.
Dr. Hud yard Goode, Associate Professor of Business Administration, UNM , spoke on th e economic
ad va ntages of th e cit y as a unit of organization vs.
the "city as a pri son ," i.e., th e restrict ive influen ce of
th e city. He pointed out th e existe nce of "economies
of sca le" in suc h matters as sewage disposal and
th e distribution of products. H e spoke a lso of legislati ve reapportionment, whi ch was bound to com e
about, and he pr edi ct ed th at city- domina ted legislatures of th e future would hav e th e power to deal
with su ch problem s as mass tr an sportation and th e
urban environme nt. H e felt th at at th at tim e th e
ar chitect would be giv en th e resources and asked
to deal with planning th e environme nt for th e whole
man .
In th e ens uing question and answer p eriod Bob
Hiley asked th e plaintive but pertinent question,
"W ha t ca n th e individual architec t, invol ved in
pri vat e practice and not working for th e state, do
in designing his next building to modify th e destruc tive tendencies of modem citi es - thi s when
th e human spirit is sa tisfied not by th e sing le building hut by th e community?" There wa s no answe rs
except Dr. Libo's remark th at th e architectural profession was not alone in facin g thi s dil emma of
specializa tion and isolation.
Harvey Hoshour ask ed Dr. Liho whether, in
th e eyes of psychology, loc al architects wer e on th e
wrong track in th eir attempts to red efine and recast
th e Albuquerque Downtown? Was th er e, indeed , a
sound psy chological basis for an urban center? Dr.
Liho said that th ey wer e decidedl y right. Each person, he felt , needs read y access to his "ce ll" - a
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place to relax, a place for pri vacy. Equall y, how ever,
he need s a pla ce to expand . A cit y should be g rand .
It should have a place wh er e car s do not int erfer
with the ped estrian , but it should also be more than
a collection of stores. "A sense of grande ur do es not
com e from going from \Voolworths to Lcrn ers." Th e
individual needs to be able to go some whe re in
the cit y wh ere he ca n soar through id entification
with some thing in his environment.
Mr. Andrus, in response to a qu esti on, spoke of
the nee d for Albuquerq ue, or any town for that
matter, to develop an aw areness of its unique cha rac te r. Th e existence of thi s quality can develop a
grea t sense of sa tisfac tion for citizens and a unifi ed
civic sp irit. Dr. Libo corro bora ted thi s statemen t
and adde d that th e indi vidu al tends to identi fy with
some aspect of his community and ther eb y derives
a sense of strength and sec urity.
Bob Hiley inject ed a not e of pessimism wh en he
qu erri ed wheth er peopl e really wanted old fashioned
gra nde ur, wh ether we wer e developing into a rootless society wh er e all that peop le desired was to ge t
in a trail er and roll along some highway, whe the r
we we re losing our desire to id entify with a sta b le
community? He wonder ed if the future lies not in
contin uing th e grea t urban environme nts the past
has known, but in a temporary agg regation of semimobil e units, planned to become shortly obso lete?
Or do es th e human spirit dem and more th an that ?
Th e lively cocktail hour wa s hosted by the
Edgar Otto Company. Th e loun ge was hun g with
2.3 entries for the UNIvI golf course club hou se, with
20 entries for the N M A ph otographic con tes t, a nd
with handsome displ ays of th e Roswell Ce n tra l
Business Dist rict and Albuquerque Downtown .
Th e award banquet , held in th e main dining
room of th e Alvarado Hotel, was attende d by mo re
than 80 peopl e. Th e four New M exico A rchitect ure
ph otographic awa rds (see page 28 ) we re ma de by
Co -E ditor Bainbridge Bunting. Anno unce men t of
the eagerly awai ted golf club hous e competition
( see p. 20 ) was made by Van Dorn Hooker, University Architect. Mr. O'N eil Ford read the report
of the jurym en .
Joe Boehning, Presid en t of th e Albuq ue rq ue
C ha pte r of Al A next pr esent ed an hon orar y member ship in th e AlA to Mr. E. B. Jackson of Santa
Fe, editor of the wide ly rea d and highl y resp ect ed
Landscape magazine. After an introduct ion by Brad
Kidder , Stat e Presid ent of AlA, Mr. Jackson gave a
most int er esting talk on th e cha ng ing townscap e in
Jew Mexico, the text of which is printed in full.
- 13. 13 .

THE UlmAN ENVIHON~IENT
IN NEW MEXI CO
Banquet address by Mr. E. B. Jackson
I am always a littl e apprehe nsive whe n I talk
before architec ts. Th at is becau se I have great respect for them; I had wanted to be an a rch itec t myself.
I no t only respect them, I sym pa thize wit h
th em. Th ey are usually blamed when any thing
goes wrong in the env ironme nt. Th e magazine
A merican Forests recentl y asc ribe d th e poor ap-

pcarance of highways in recreational ar eas to architects . Not th at a rchitects wer e supposed to ha ve
design ed th em ; they wer e supposed to have ac te d
as th e public's a rtistic consc ience and to have protested. And I am inclin ed to agr ee that that is one
of th eir most important roles.
I am here to ta lk about the urban environme nt.
As architects and teach ers of architecture you know
far mor e ab out it than I do . Th ere is only one aspect of th e topic I can discu ss with an y confide nce ,
a nd that is the urban environment as we see it her e
in New Mexico.
I a m not a nat ive of the sta te, but I have lived
her e for more than 30 yea rs. A good man y of those
years wer e spe nt exploring th e Southwest. I have
of course see n a grea t man y changes in th e course
of that tim e, as we all have. You need not fea r; I
am not about to recall the old days in Santa Fe or
Albuquerq ue or U.lS Cruces. All tha t I want to do
is to remind you of the kind of change which has
tak en place in the urban environme nt of New Mexico. It is typi cal of th e change whi ch has taken
place in eve ry oth er part of America. But in th is
sta te it has been on a sma ller and ( with th e exception of Albuquerq ue) on a less d ram ati c sca le.
As I rem ember the towns of New Mexico during th e Depression and imm edi at ely af ter th e war ,
they were all of them small - Albuquerque when I
first visited it had less than 40,000 inh abitants-they
wer e all of them poor and subdued, with very littl e
traffic, very litt le new building; and th ey wer e all
of them pr ett y well concentrated , eithe r along a
main stree t or on a few built up downtown blocks.
Th e picture I retain of Farmington in tho se da ys,
or of Hat on or Clovis is of a main stree t, solidly
lined with one story buildings, with perhaps a cluster of tw o or eve n three story buildings at th e most
act ive int ersecti on. Th e picture of Albuquerque or
Ga llup or Hoswell is not mu ch differ ent, excep t
the re wer e stree ts parall el to Main Street or crossi ng
it, whi ch possessed a kind of urban density. Santa
Fe and Taos we re of course conce ntrate d around
their plazas. Old Town in Albuquerque in tho se
da ys had no particul ar charac ter. Strangely enoug h,
the environme nts most nearl y urban by Eas tern
stan da rds wer e tho se of Las Vegas and Silver City.
Th e ima ge of th e city, the ima ge of th e average
New Mexico town was, in short, ver y clear and
easi ly under stood. It was of a bro ad , qui et stree t
lined by faca des of grea ter or less architec tura l
merit. To eithe r side there stretche d a grid pattern
of unpaved resid en tial stree ts, border ed by C hinese
elms, finally vanishing int o the ran geland.
I can't spea k for othe rs younge r than myself,
but to my genera tion this image was the tra ditional
one: th e city as a street ( or pattern of stree ts)
wall ed in and defin ed by architecture. It is the
ima ge most of us still have, I believe, of any grea t
city: New York or Lond on or Pari s. \Ve jud ge the
wealth and beauty of an urban environmen t bv thi s
com position of st ~ee t and faca de, int errupted by an
occasiona l mon ume nt or park.
Th is is why I becam e fond of that pr e-war ur ban env ironme nt in ew Mexico. It was sha bby
and with out vita lity; it had many em pty stores an d
sad littl e \VPA projects tr ying to beautify or impr ove th e place, but it was compac t, eas ily under -
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stood, and a part of a well established classical
urban tradition.
Since the war, this old fashion ed urban environment has been almost entirely destroyed . Growth
alon e has not don e this ; as we all know many towns
in ew Mexico have not grown even though they
hav e changed . 'Vhat has taken place is an erosion,
an ea ting away of the compact environment of
Main Street as a kind of architec tural public sp ace
between two solid walls of masonry and plat e glass.
Mor e and more gaps appear, and wh erever Main
Street has grown in eithe r direction this dispersed,
interrupted urban environme nt has quickly com e
into existence.
ow there is nothing new in this obs ervation.
We ar e all familiar with th e declin e of the traditional street perspective, and we ar e agreed as to its
causes. Generally speaking it is the result of down town blight, of a flight to new er , mor e conveni ent
parts of town. But not always.
ew typ e of bu siness have evolved, and old types hav e tried to adjust to the automobile, and peopl e buy downtown
property for new reasons. Th er e ar e drive-in establishm ents and parking lots, and ser vice stations proliferate in a myst erious wa y on every downtown
corner. These developments help account for th e
destruction of the old fashion ed city environme nt.
I am not concerned with estab lishing new reasons;
I am concerned with th e problem of how we ar e to
devise a /lew image, a new criterion for judging
ew
the appearance of citi es, espec ially here in
Mexico.
Wh at have we lost ? We have lost or a re in the
process of losing th e conce pt of civic facad e architecture. To a gathering such as thi s one the loss
will see m unimportant. 'Ve have long outgrown
a ny resp ect for period ornamentation stuck onto the
front of a building.
evertheless it is an event of
some importance wh en we break with a centuries
old conv ention.
Th e second loss is thi s. The stree t is no longer
the extende d environme nt of the buildings fronting
onto it, nor of the people who live on either sid e.
It is no longer defined in terms of its flanking walls ,
it is defined in terms of its origin and destination.
It belongs to the traffic. It is scarcely nec essary to
point out how th e ped estrian is mor e and mor e confined to an increasingly narrow catwalk on eithe r
sid e of the stream of cars; a catwalk shorn of its
shade trees, int errupted every few yards by drive-in
entra nces, alleys, parking met ers. W e ar e forbid d en to cross exce pt a t prescribed places and at prescribed int ervals. The view is int errupted by parked cars and signs int ended for th e motorist. I am
not say ing that th ese restri ctions and inconveni ences
a re not justifi ed . On the contra ry, th e more numerous they becom e the soone r th e ped estrian will
abandon Main Street for som e other mor e congenial
ar ea . I am merely saying that they mak e the street
something entirely different from what it was a
ge nera tion ago , And this is as tru e of Tucumcari
as it is of Albuquerque.
The traditional street a rchitect ure is gone, and
the traditional street is gon e. What have we gained
by wa y of compensation? At th e mom ent, not ver y
much; potentially a gr eat deal. Pot entially, a new
kind of urban environme nt.
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Let me remind you for a mom ent of what th e
new er parts of our town look like. Think of almost
anv block alon g East Central, say cast of Carlisle.
Eliminat e, if you can, from your mind's eye, all th e
distracting neon signs and advertising gimmicks,
a nd tr y to pa y no attention to th e ga rish architec tural det ails. What you have is a seri es of highly
diver sified structures, all of them free standing, all
of them with th eir own organized outdoor space ,
all of th em ad justing themselves to movem ent on
three sides, to movement on the heavil y traveled
stree t outsid e, and to their own mutually competi tive presence. What you have her e, in short, is the
makings of a totally new kind of urban environment.
I shall say nothing about the architecture of
these structures; I imagine that is a sor e subj ect with
all of you. But let me say some things about th e
relationships between them. They ar e essentially
a seri es of more or less temporary small business
establishme nts, most of th em dri ve-ins, and all of
them adjusted to the automobile : motels, hamburger
stands, used car lots, service sta tions, surplus sales,
trail ers, etc - most of th em , incid entally, post war
ph enom ena. As I mentioned , they ar e all of th em
free stan d ing, tot ally unrelat ed , struc tura lly as well
as est het ica lly, to th eir neighbors. But what is more
s i ~nifi cant, I think, is that they all hav e a t least 2
sides facin g th e public, and oft en 3. This means
that th e stree t facade has lost its priority; it means
that the stree t is no longer the only public ar ea
that counts. It mean s that grad ua lly these comme rcia l blocks a re turning inw ard ; and they would turn
inw ard mu ch more qui ckly if th ere were access
from th e othe r side .
Wh at see ms to be evolving in this part of town
is a remarkabl e va riety of a reas between the structures : alleys, parking lots, deliver y ar ea s, paths and
vaca nt spaces, all flowin g into one another and all
( or almost all ) op en to th e public; a vari et y of
levels, a va riety of sur faces , a vari et y of boundaries,
such as our towns have never known before.
I am far from being enthusiastic about the pres ent treatment of th ese op en ar eas ; I don 't wish to be
misunderstood on that score. At the sam e tim e 1
find it inter esting to see how th ey ar e bein g put to
use. Gradually, without an y prodding from architects or urban design ers , the spa ces ar e coming to
life : they a re becoming the se tt ing of th e type of
public activity which used to enliven our stree ts, but
whi ch we hav e bani shed in favor of fast flowin g
traffi c. Instead of havin g blank sid e walls , stores
a re beginning to have entrances onto parking lots
or empty a reas. Bench es and tabl es appear around
the drive-in refreshm ent sta nds. Peopl e do odd
jobs outdoors in th ese ar eas, child ren rid e bicycles
over the differ ent surfaces and under th e marquees
of se rvice sta tions and Dairy Qu eens. Trucks sell
wat ermelons, and thos e displays of giant colored
photographs of th e Grand Tetons ar e more or less
perm an ent features. There ar e even new and elaborate social rituals among teenagers who patronize ,
the drive-in esta b lishme nts. Th ere is nothing ver y
pictureesque about all this , hut on the whol e it
see ms to represent a revival of informal urban life,
and it could not hav e tak en place had it not been
for the se op en public spaces.
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I hcst itntc to ca ll th ese off street d rive-in areas
a form 01 vernacular urbani sm , hccausc th e ph rase
so unds condescendi ng . Bu t tha t is wh at it is. Moreove r, I thin k it will continue to evolve a long every
main stree t. But th e tim e is not far off for architects to stu dy th ese areas and offer a little guidance.
I like to think th at the Depa rtm en t of Arc hitecture,
here a t th e University , is amo ng the first ins tit utions
to show an awareness of thi s development.
Wh at is obv ious ly need ed in th ese groups of
free sta nd ing, auto-oriented ente rprises is a flexibl e,
overall plan to enco urage access from two directi ons;
a t pr esent th ey a re too dep endent on th e pr esen ce
of Main Stree t. Wh at is a lso need ed is some sort
of coo rd ina tion so that th ese spaces ca n flow from
one to a nothe r without int erruption . But I would
be ve ry un ea sy if th er e wer e any a ttem pt at economi c or artistic control. The sho p ping ce nte r, hom
th e urban point of view , is usuall y a ca tas trophe
simply bec au se of an imposed uniformity. They
may he convenie nt, and th ey arc ce rtainly profitab le, hut th ey are nevertheless h orin g - soc ially as
well as es the tically.
0 one ca n say th at East Cen tral ( or its eq uiva lent in othe r New Mexico towns )
is borin g. It may he ugl y, it may he depra ved , it
may he a men ace to orderl y development, hut no
one , I thin k, ca n den y its vita lity.
So it is a q ues tion of how to pr eser ve thi s varie ty
and vita lity, and a t th e sa me time make th ese a reas
a perman ent a nd va lua b le part of th e urban env ironm ent. And let me say at once th at we will not
reach a so lutio n by th ink ing in terms of ped estrian
malls or th e Kasb ah or downtown Istanbul. \ Ve
are dealin g with ce rta in specific, ve ry familiar a reas
in th e town s of Ne w Mexico. They are not unique
to Ne w Mexico, hut I beli eve that becau se of our
clima te ( whic h a llows of mu ch outdoor activity )
and because of our pr edominantly blue colla r societ y, and becaus e of our architectural traditions
we could ver y easily develop a regional kind of
urban layout of real ori ginality.
How ar e we to give th ese ar eas any form? How
are th e architect and th e dev eloper to produce an
effect ive unity out of this welter of fly-by-night
bu sin ess ente rprises, drive-in hot do g stands and
vaca nt lots?
Let me suggest first of all how it is not to be
d one. It is not to be done by atte mpting to insert
dwellings into th e complex. If th er e is any Arner ica n tradition w hich mu st be resp ect ed , regardless
of wh at we think of it, it is th e total separation of
place of resid en ce and place of bu siness. The mixture of resid ence and place of work may be very
successful in othe r cultures, but it can no t he imitat ed here.
Second, th ese areas a re empha tica lly no t for
rec rea tion. They a re no t playgrounds eithe r for
children or grown ups, and th ey sho uld not be treate d
as carn iva ls. And third, th ey sho uld not be give n
form hy being dressed up and sty lize d . I myself
depl ore th e tenden cy among some design er s to
think th at every off street area has to be elabo ra te ly
landscaped and excl usive ly devoted to what a re
ca lled boutiques, and exhibits of av ant ga rde sc ulpture. This ma y prove successful in rich and sophisticat ed cities, but th e av erage
ew Mexico town
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simp ly ca nnot su ppo rt expe nsive refin em ent of thi s
sor t. \ Vhat I would like best to see in th ese spaces
a rc rim of th e mill sma ll bu sinesses: liquor stores,
electricia ns, second hand furniture dealers, shoe
shine parl ors and so on. I sho uld not try to subd ue
th e neon signs and th e chrome trimmed faca des;
th ere shou ld even be an e leme nt of skid row , since
it is being outlawe d or dest royed in most of our
cities .
I sec no reason whv th is kind of small business
will not come to th es~ off street areas, provid ed
th er e a re accommoda tions . It is my convic tion th a t
part of our downtown mess is caused by lack of
suita ble qua rt ers for a great man y cons ume r-or iented ente rprises. Look at th e list of ten ants exposed
in th e lobby of any office build ing : along with
lawyers and accounta nts and medi cal specialists
you will find beauty parlors, wat chmak er s, comme rcia l a rtists, tailors, even barbers - people who by
rights belon g wh ere th ey arc in close contact with
th e publ ic. They are forced to locat e in offi ce
huilclin gs becau se ground floor rents a re too expe nsive. They belon g in th ese ne w a reas.
I think we ca n [orsee a co ntinua tion of thi s
atomistic tendency in our town s. Ilitherto solid
blocks of construc tion wi ll be perforated by dri veins, pa rking lots an d d riveways, an d by ped estri ans.
Ther e will he more an d more of the a rchitecture of
promotion and advertising. I think we can a lso
foresee a contin uation in th e cha nge of th e role
of th e stree t. Mai n Street will becom e essentia llv
an a rtery for fast th rou gh tra ffic and commerci~ 1
traffic, an d cease to he a part of its imm ed iat e environment. It was very enco uraging to see th e pla n
for th e Roswell Ce ntra l Business Distri ct as descrihc d hv HOlm Ginn in th e lat est Nc ic M exico A rchitcctu re . The emp has is th ere was no longer on
street improvem ent, hut on street ad aptation , and
particularly on an ima ginati ve use of th e spaces
within th e blo cks. I hop e the plan is imitated elsewhere in th e state. But I think we must he careful
not to produce exclusively ped estrian precin cts.
The uutomohile is too important not onl y in our
workaday existe nce, hut in our leisure and social
exist ence, to he kept out of an y part of th e city.
To rev ert to my own expe rience of th e urban
environme nt of ew Mexico, I now find that like
man y oth er visitors to Albuqe rq ue I automatica lly
go to th e new er , d isp ersed part of th e city, just as
in Sant a Fe I do more and more of mv busin ess
a long Cerrillos Hoad . This is lar gely a' matter of
convenience. But I have a lso lea rne d to find ce rtai n urban values in th ese a reas, and I like to think
that over th e course of yea rs I obse rve a grad ual
evo lutio n toward co he rence and form . It re ma ins
of course for a rchi tec ts to d iscover th e mor e subtle
potenti ali ties in th ese off street areas and to g ive
th em a functiona l q ua lity. I d oubt if man y of us
live to see th e New Mexico urban environme nt
transform ed in th is manne r. But th e tran sformati on
has begu n; th e new image of th e ci ty is grad ua lly
takin g sha pe . W ith good will and a ce rtai n amo un t
of perception we ca n alrea dy discern th e coming
urban values, th e valu es whi ch will cventua llv replace Main Street with its wall of faca des a~ th e
symhols of th e urb an environme nt.
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TH ERE'S 0 BETTER
NIATERIAL FOR AN
OVERPASS

PRE-STRESSED CONCRETE I BEAMS
(AND OUR GREAT, GREAT GRANDCHILDREN WILL STILL BE USING IT )
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HYDRO

CONDUIT

CORPORATION

2800 SECOND ST., SW • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Stftetdet'Uftt Seeet
for New Mexico's th riving
building industry since 1942

M~&~.
Mfg. ee.. Inc.
500 Phoenix Ave . N.W.

Station B, Box 6007

Albuquerque, New Mexico
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ARCHITECTS

BUILDERS

Visit O ur Showrooms-displaying such
produc ts as;
•

Normol, a ll sizes of Scoria Blocks

• "SLUMPROK" Double faced hollowcore only by
CREGO. Soft shadows & highlights, in 4 colors.
• SPECIAL, Lightweight (25#) Scoria Block with 1"
sidewa lls - extra large cores - only by CREGO
- See Photo
• SHADOW, Sculpered & Sun Screen blocks in all
sizes and variet ies
• Miscellaneous ma teria ls of interest
TINGLEY COLISEUM
New Mexico Sta te Fa ir Grounds
Bradbury and Stamm Construction Co., Contractors
Britte lle - Ginner & Dekker, Assoc. Arch. - Eng.
CREGO MASON RY UNI TS USED THROUGHOUT

CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc.
ffJ26 - Second NW
Albuquerque, N. Mexico
344-3475

131 1 Siler Road
Santa Fe, N. Mexico
983-7341

Ma kers of the finest Autoclave Blocks in New Mexico
Meeting or surpassing ASTM minimum code requirements

-- - -- -- - --- -- -----_
-. --------- - - - --- -

------- ---
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HEAT AND GLARE CONTROL

Sun -Cond ition ing , or the scientific contro l of
solar heat a nd g lo re, is as much a port of a
build ing today as air conditioning or sound con ditioning . KoolShade pioneered in the control of
solar heat and glore, and tod a y offe rs a proven,
pr e cisio n de vice for sha din g sun-ex po sed
win dows, thereby protecting them against un wonted and harmful direct solar rays. In sho rt
- Koo lShad e p rovid es com fort.

WELCH-ER I CORP.
Phone 344-3 547
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